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MILLIONS IN FURS
Great Business of British North

America.

MANAGING THE INDUSTRY

Chief Competitor of the Hudson Bay

Company.

TRADING AMONG THE INDIANS

Extent of the Fur Supply=—The Peace
River Country and Its Great

Possibilities.

the Indians and we buy or trade direct with
them. We know the goods they most
prize, and ship them In wagons to Atha-
basca Landing, where they go by the dif-
ferent waterways to our various posts. The
Indians bring the skins to the posts and
exchange them fur the goods, It Is all a
matter of barter. No money passes and
each fur i= valued at so many skins, The
standard of value used to be a beaver, every
fur belng worth so many beavers. This
value was created by the Hudson Bay @om-
pany, and it is sald that they sometimes
got extravagant prices for thelr goods
through the ignorance of the Indians. Ac-
cording to one story the trader would take
a musket and stand it on end and then re-
quire a pile of furs high encugh to reach
the top of the gun In yment for it. In
that way a thousand dollars’ worth of bea-
ver skins might be gotten for a $10 gun.
That kind of trading has all passed away
and the Irdlans now get a falr value for
thelr furs. The skin which now formse the
unit !s worth from 35 to 50 cents, according
to the distance of the trading post from Ed-
monton, the rate Increasing on account of
the freight.”

How the Indians Sell Furs.

“But does the savage understand the
value of his furs?”’

“Yea, indeed, and he understands how to
get It. e Is not an easy man to deal with,
and he must he handled !n his own pecullar
way. Some of our traders visit the Indlan
camps carrying boxes of goods with them.
At such times they never mention trading

Secord, T was told that the fur business is
now as good as it has ever been, and thal
it will be a long time before men will freeze
for lack of fur coats and women becom?
pillars of ice because they have not fur
gacques. The skins may continue costly.
but there are plenty of animals left, and it
will be long before the supply glves out.

Mr. Becord tells me that furs are largelv
affectad by fashlon, and also by the supply.
In some vears the Indians bring In manj
more of cartain kinds of furs than In other
years, and, strange to say, the supply of
some species rises and falls with the rab-
bit erop. Some varieties of the fur-bearing
animals llve largely on rabbits, which breed
so rapidly that the animals cannot keep
them down. At Intervals of every four or
five years a disease breaks out which ‘kllls
the rabbits off by the thousand, and follow
ing such years come the lean fur years,

The Peace River Country.

This town of Edmonton !s at the north-
west corner of the wheat belt. It promlses,
however, to be the center of a new wheat
and grain region which shaill extend hun-
dreds of miles to the north and westward.
This region is known as the Peace Rlver
Country. Clvil engineers are now survey-
ing it, for rallroads and settlements will
soon be springing up here and there in It
The Peace river may some day be one of
the most Important streams on our contl-
nent. It rises In the mountains of British
Columbla and flows into Slave river, just
ahbove where It Issues from Athabasca lake.

ART NOTES.

The last of this season’s “art talks,” given
on the first Monday in each month at the
Corcoran School, was delivered this week by
Mr. Richard N, Brooke, who chose as his
gubject the comprehensive phrase “From
Palette to Canvas' These talks are in-
tended primarily for the benefit of the stu-
dents, though others are made welcome, and
this one was specially full of helpful ad-
vice and suggestion. It had to do chiefly
with the mechanles of art—the tools where-
with the artist labors—the medlum through
which he flnds expression. “Keep a clean
and orderly palette,” Mr. Brooke said, “not
a finical one. Don't be afrald of your palnts,
but keep them In an orderly disorder. Then,
tco,” he continued, *‘don’t use too many.
Work as much g8 you can with the primary
colors, but do not stint yourself; a small
extra outlay In money will oftentimes bring
m very valuable returns.” Passing to a
conslderation of the brushes, Mr., Brooke
pointed out the necessity of keeping them
in good conditlon, and told how infrequently
students ohserved the lmportance of so do-
ing. *“Even & master,” he said, “could not
produce a good picture with a mutilated
brush and dry, mussy paint.” The stu-
dent ,more than the master, the speaker ex-
plained, should give attention to his equip-
ment in order that he might have as few
stumbling blocka as possible to contend
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